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Yours truly,

SHINJI

Welcome to the Design 
Issue, where we spotlight 
the AIR architecture 
competition. This 
nationwide event, the 
only masterplanning 
competition in Malaysia 
this year, has produced 
11 impressive shortlisted 
entries, which we proudly 
showcase in this issue.

From structurally daring concepts to 
designs that “touch the Earth lightly,” 
submissions reflect a range of creative 
visions.

AIR marks Hock Seng Lee’s (HSL) second 
collaboration with the Malaysian 
Institute of Architects. Following the 
success of our first competition in 2021 
for Langit, we are excited to announce 
that we plan to build one of the winning 
AIR entries.

As a professional-led development 
firm, the HSL Group has a reputation 
for tackling some of the region’s 
most complex infrastructure 
projects—from seaports to centralised 
sewerage systems. These challenging 
undertakings have pushed us to adopt 
higher standards and view obstacles as 
opportunities.

For AIR, we selected a uniquely 
challenging site: a 13.5-acre low-
lying land bisected by a river. With 
a prize pool of RM250,000, we called 
on architects, town planners, and 
landscapers nationwide to help us 
envision a sustainable, beautiful 
development.

Dear readers,

The theme, AIR – Building With Nature, 
The AIR Above Us, Di Bawah AIR 
Mengalir, embodies our commitment to 
balancing growth with environmental 
responsibility. Remarkably, some 
shortlisted designs preserve up to 76% 
of the site’s natural landscape while 
incorporating high-density towers. 
Other entries captivate with their 
futuristic and striking visual concepts.

Final presentations and judging took 
place in Kuala Lumpur on November 11, 
2024. We eagerly anticipate the results 
ceremony, where the Sarawak Premier 
will announce and present prizes. This 
milestone will mark the start of AIR’s 
next phase: project development and 
planning submission.

Beyond AIR, this issue also features the 
launch of Jigsaw, HSL’s first high-rise 
residential project. This innovative 
development brings the luxurious 
essence of our flagship La Promenade 
to a broader audience. 

EDITOR'S
L E T T E R

Scan the Quick Response (QR) code at 
the end of that article to view a Jigsaw 
video featuring architects Nicholas 
Ling and Tina Lau, who share their 
design philosophies, the innovations 
behind Jigsaw, and the challenges of 
creating enduring designs. 

Notably, Jigsaw marks Ling’s first 
project in his hometown after nearly a 
decade leading design teams in Kuala 
Lumpur.

Thank you for joining us in this issue. 
We hope you enjoy it and wish you a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!
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FINALIST : Presenters taking photos at the Final Judging for PAM - 
HSL AIR Architectural Design Competition in Kuala Lumpur.
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mock-up has opened at L2 of La Promenade Mall.



New Colours, New Vibes: HSL’s Annual Tradition 
Gets A Festive Twist

HSL Brings Holiday Magic  
To Life With Dazzling 
Christmas Tree Lights

Over 40 beautifully decorated trees line the streets, casting 
a magical glow across the area, and creating an enchanting 
atmosphere for all to enjoy. 

It all started on May 9 at Jalan 
La Promenade, near the guard 
house. For two months, the 
team tested the new lights  
to make sure everything  
was perfect. 

They checked and rechecked 
each light, ensuring it was 
bright enough, worked well, and 
would last through all kinds of 
weather. This testing phase was 
crucial before they could go 
ahead with the full installation.

Once the testing was complete, 
it was time to order the new lights. On July 11, an order for 230 
rolls of lights for a total of 46 trees! The lights were sourced 
from China, and it took about one month for them to arrive  
in August.

A project like this needed a strong team. The installation was 
done by two workers, Khoerudin and Rahman Saiful. They were 
helped by four technicians: Amirul Syazwan, Rickfield Gewong, 
Philibert Roger, and Gary Madang. 

Together, they worked hard to make sure every tree was lit  
up properly.

The installation process began on October 14. Even though  
the team faced some tough challenges, they managed to 
finish the job in just two weeks, completing everything by 
October 28. 

It wasn’t an easy task, but they were determined to get the job 
done right.

One of the biggest challenges the team faced was the weather. 
Sudden rain and strong winds made it harder to work, but the 
team kept going. 

As Amirul, one of the technicians, said, “The weather was the 
toughest part. It would rain out of nowhere, and that made 
everything slower. We had to pause a few times and wait for 
the rain to stop.”

Rickfield, another technician, 
also shared his thoughts, 
“Installing lights on trees is 
never easy. Sometimes the 
branches were too high or too 
thick, and we had to figure 
out how to get the lights in 
place without damaging 
anything.”

Despite these difficulties, 
the team pushed through, 
making sure the lights were 
installed properly and safely 
on every tree.

Clinton Jawa, HSL’s Building 
M & E, Operations and Events Officer, reflected on the effort 
required to set up the display. 

“Putting up the lights from scratch every year is no small task. It 
takes an incredible amount of planning, effort, and teamwork to 
make this happen.

“We’re extremely grateful to our dedicated workers, whose hard 
work and passion bring this magical experience to life every 
Christmas season,” he added.

Last year, the trees were lit up with just yellow lights, but this 
year, the lights come in a mix of blue, green, red, and yellow. 

This colourful display has added a whole new level of 
brightness and energy to the promenade, making it more 
festive and exciting for everyone who visits.

ock Seng Lee (HSL) is 
lighting up the season 

with its annual Christmas 
Street decorations, and 

this year, the display is 
more dazzling than ever.

To make this festive season even 
more exciting, HSL is thrilled to 
announce the Christmas Photo 
Contest 2024, offering a grand total 
prize pool of up to RM3,000! 

It’s easy to get involved—simply take 
a photo of the beautiful Christmas 
tree displays, set your social 
media account to “Public,” and 
use the hashtags #HSLTower and 
#LaPromenadeMall to enter.

Whether you’re an aspiring 
photographer or just someone 
who loves capturing festive 
moments, this contest is the 
perfect opportunity to get 
creative and share your holiday 
spirit with the community.

The competition is open to 
everyone, and with such a large 
prize pool, it’s sure to encourage 
plenty of holiday fun and festive 
photography.

DIFFERENT : A dazzling display of 
trees with new colour lights up 
the sky with festive cheer.

PRECISION : A worker carefully 
putting up the lights.
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A Celebration of Youth, Creativity, And Festive Cheer

La Promenade Youth & Christmas Bazaar: 
A Fresh Twist On The Holiday Market

La Promenade’s Christmas 
Bazaar returns with a 
magical twist! This year, the 
La Promenade Youth and 
Christmas Bazaar celebrates 
young entrepreneurs and 

their creations, offering a unique holiday 
shopping experience. 

Join us from November 29 to December 22, every Friday 
to Sunday at L1, Centre Atrium, for a festive wonderland of 
handmade and curated products. 

Support youth-run businesses while finding the perfect 
holiday gifts! Here’s a glimpse of this year’s amazing 
vendors and offerings:

The La Promenade Youth and Christmas Bazaar is more 
than just a shopping event; it’s a celebration of creativity, 
youth entrepreneurship, and the spirit of giving. Whether 
you’re looking to find unique holiday gifts or simply enjoy a 
fun and festive atmosphere, this bazaar is the place to be 
this holiday season.

Explore Hwa Handicrafts’ cosy crochet and knitting creations, 
from handwoven scarves and blankets to intricate toys and 
accessories. Perfect as heartfelt gifts, they bring warmth and 
joy this holiday season.

Seeking stylish boutique clothing and accessories? Michelle 
& Co has you covered. From chic festive outfits to statement 
pieces, their curated collection offers unique fashion to elevate 
your wardrobe and help you shine at every holiday gathering.

Nail Story x Ame Boutique adds flair to the bazaar with high-
quality nail products and accessories. Whether you want a 
pop of colour or intricate nail art, they have all you need to 
pamper your nails. Don’t miss their fabulous accessories, 
from statement jewellery to chic nail tools—perfect for feeling 
polished and pampered.

The Talking Sea showcases a beautiful collection of handmade 
jewellery inspired by nature and the sea. Featuring delicate, 
nature-themed necklaces, earrings, and bracelets, each piece 
reflects the calming beauty of the ocean, making it an ideal gift 
for lovers of all things natural and artistic.

Crystal enthusiasts will love Icy Crystalz, offering a stunning 
range of handmade natural crystal jewellery, from bracelets 
and earrings to keychains. Each piece is thoughtfully crafted 
to bring positive energy and beauty, making it perfect for 
enhancing your style or as a meaningful gift.

Hwa Handicrafts
/Cosy Creations for the Holidays/

Nail Story  X  Ame Boutique
/Pamper Your Nails, Elevate Your Style/

The Talking Sea
/Nature-Inspired Jewellery with a Meaning/

Icy Crystalz
/Sparkling Energy with Every Piece/

Foodies, rejoice! Karen Says Cookies offers a festive spread of 
treats, from crunchy keropok and tangy acar to melt-in-your-
mouth cookies and more. Stock up on holiday snacks or grab 
them as gifts – you’re sure to be delighted!

Karen Says Cookies
/A Tasty Holiday Treat/

Michelle & Co
/Fashion That Speaks to You/

K-jewelnyou offers a stunning range of accessories, from 
earrings and bracelets to rings and hairpieces. Perfect for 
festive dinners or thoughtful gifts, this booth adds sparkle to 
any occasions. Centrally located in the atrium, it’s unmissable 
– and irresistible.

Looking for the perfect personalised gift this Christmas? All.Mine 
Creative X V2R Collectif offers custom-printed pencil cases, 
flasks, tote bags, keychains, and handmade accessories like 
earrings, bracelets, and scrunchies.

K-jewelnyou
/Sparkling Accessories for Every Occasion/

All.Mine Creative X V2R Collectif
/Personalised Gifts That Show You Care/

Sweeten your holidays with Kumo_Studioo’s Christmas candy 
cups! These charming treats, filled with colourful sweets and 
beautifully crafted, are perfect as stocking fillers or festive gifts 
for any celebrations.

Kumo_Studioo
/Sweeten Your Holidays with Christmas Candy Cups/

JOYOUS : Christmas cheer and festive finds—
shopping spree vibes at La Promenade Mall.

 FUN : Add some colour to your day with one-
of-a-kind balloon art at La Promenade Mall.

 RADIANCE : Find crystal treasures and festive 
cheer at La Promenade Mall this Christmas.

 ARTISAN : The magic in every stitch at Hwa Handicrafts, 
where crochet and knitting creations come to life.

WHIMSY : Santa’s little helper climbing into the 
holiday spirit, adding charm to the Christmas tree.
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Jigsaw, HSL’s First Condo 
Project, Offers S, M, L & XL Units

Luxury That Fits

Also selling well are medium-sized units (over 1,000 sqft 
with three bedrooms) and XL penthouses (two-storey 
units with atriums).
 
Buyers, who included HSL’s own staff and clients, 
were full of praise for the project, remarking that its 
architecture was a stand-out.  
 
“The opening weekends showed there’s strong demand 
for premium condos, no matter the size,” said Angie 
Joan Daniel, Sales and Marketing Assistant Manager. 
“Studios are often a quick decision, whereas larger 
family units take a bit more time.”
 
Over 60% of Jigsaw units are 1,018sqft, while end  
units on each floor reach 1,743sqft. Penthouses start  
from 1,952sqft.
 
Joan added HSL’s sales team is prepared for a busy 
year-end sales period.
 
“Come to the gallery. We want you to experience 
premium materials like double-glazed windows that  
are a true luxury. All units at Jigsaw include double-
glazed glass.
 
“In the showroom, we invite visitors to try lifting the 
actual windows – they’re so heavy! We’ve built a full-
size mock-up unit so visitors can feel how quiet their 
condo will be, and try the memory foam mattress in the 
Designer furnishing package.”
 

he sales gallery for Jigsaw 
condos, which is Hock Seng 

Lee’s (HSL) first high-rise 
living project, opened on 

Oct 26. In the first two weeks, 
almost all studio units, which 

comprise about 15%, were 
sold out. 

BUZZING : Guests and visitors visiting Jigsaw sales gallery 
to explore modern living spaces and opportunities.

SPACIOUS : Jigsaw apartments showcasing modern 
interiors with large balconies for outdoor relaxation.

ENGAGED : Potential buyers examining a detailed property model 
at Jigsaw sales gallery at La Promenade Mall level two.
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HSL’s aim for Jigsaw was to bring the luxurious 
atmosphere of La Promenade, its flagship 200-acre 
gated community, to a broader market.
 
“HSL is offering a lot of greens and facilities at  
Jigsaw but with a monthly maintenance fee of only 
21 sen per sqft. This is the cheapest on the market,” 
Joan said.
 
In marketing materials, the developer stated 
that Jigsaw’s architect was tasked with adding 
value by ensuring “every unit is a corner unit” and 
incorporating hotel-like features.
 
Resident facilities include a half-Olympic-sized pool, 
alongside other conveniences like a basement  
car park.
 
“I feel confident saying Jigsaw sets a new standard 
for Kuching,” Joan said. “Reporters and social media 
influencers at the preview commented on the 
design, the corner-unit concept, and luxury aspects 
like the double-glazed windows that make the units 
so quiet inside. People can see Jigsaw offers unique 
selling points while being priced at market rate.”
 
Jigsaw is located opposite Kuching airport.
 
Earlier this year, HSL announced Langit Citadines 
Kuching, a 27-storey luxury condo with a hotel at 
Jalan Tabuan, which will begin construction soon.
 
HSL is also finalising results for its second national 
architecture competition with the Malaysian Institute 
of Architects called “AIR”, which is to find the best 
masterplan for a 13.5-acre site next to Saradise.
 
For more info, visit hsl.com.my or search 
#JigsawKch on social media.

While every reasonable care has been taken in preparing this advertisement, the specifications and the attached plans, and in constructing the sales models and show flats, the Developer and its agents shall not be held responsible for any inaccuracies or omissions. All statements, specifications, information, depictions and plans in the advertisement are believed to be accurate at the time of publication but shall not be regarded or relied upon as statements or representations of fact. All 
information, specifications and plans are subject to change/ amendments as may be required and/or approved by the Developer and/or the building authorities and other relevant authorities and do not form part of an offer or contract. Visual representations, illustrations, photographs, graphic representations, sales models, show flat displays, pictures and other art renderings are only artist’s impressions of the development and are not to be regarded or relied upon as statements and 
representations of fact. Photographs for images contained in this advertisement do not necessarily represent as built standard specifications. All areas are approximate measurements only and are subject to final survey. The property is subject to final inspection by the relevant authorities to comply with current codes of practice. The sale and purchase agreement shall form the entire agreement between the Developer and the purchaser and shall supersede all statements, representations or 
promises made prior to the signing of the sale and purchase agreement and shall in no way be modified by any such statements, representations or promises made.

Project Address: Jigsaw, Lot 145 Block 17 Kuching Central Land District | House Units: 117 units | Developer’s License No.: L0100/KP/HD/01/2024/0039 | Validity: 29/08/2024 to 29/07/2028 | Advertisement and Sales Permit No.: P0108/KP/HD/01/2024/0043- 1 | Validity: 16/10/2024 to 29/07/2028 | Expected Date of Completion: 36 months from date of S&P | Tenure of Land: 60 years leasehold (Mixed Zone Land) | Building Plan 
No.: B.P. 51/2021 |  Approval Authority: Majlis Bandaraya Kuching Selatan | SPA Approval No.: P/1D/187-20 | Selling Price: from RM300,000 to RM1,700,000 | SHEDA Membership: SHEDA/099/96

Hock Seng Lee Realty 198001003396 (57180-V)
No 1, HSL Tower, Lorong La Promenade 2, La Promenade, Kuching-Samarahan Expressway, 94300 Kota Samarahan, Sarawak, Malaysia.

Register Your Interests

Jigsaw residences priced from approximately 

RM313,000 to RM1.4 Million.

For more details, contact us today!

013 836 5566   |   hsl.com.my

Follow Us

Find Your Fit
S \ M \ L \ XL

 INTERACTIVE : Families exploring Jigsaw property 
model with excitement for future living spaces.

JOYFUL : Children delighting in care-free moments, 
adding liveliness to the Jigsaw property experience.

ARCHITECT : Nicholas Ling, a Sarawakian architect based in KL, is the 
lead designer of HSL’s Jigsaw. It is his first project in hometown.

Scan to watch

-
JIGSAW

BY HSL
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Born and raised in Sarawak, Armand Malik’s early 
relationship with music was one of exploration and 
discovery. 

He started piano at seven, reached Grade 6, and later 
discovered his passion for the saxophone in high 
school through the school marching band.

“I first saw a saxophone when I was 13, in the movie 
Ibu Mertuaku by late P Ramlee,” Armand recalls. “I 
thought to myself, ‘Okay, that’s a saxophone.’ This 
early exposure marked the beginning of what would 
become a lifelong passion.

Armand’s musical journey continued to evolve as 
he pursued further studies in the UK. While there, 
he expanded his repertoire, learning not only the 
saxophone but also the clarinet and, more recently, 
the flute. 

His time at the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire in 
the UK was crucial, where he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in jazz and improved his skills by learning 
from famous teachers like Jean Toussaint, John 
O’Gallagher, and Mike Williams.

A JOURNEY ROOTED IN 
SARAWAK AND SHAPED 
BY MUSIC

Madam Sharnaz Saberi of Prodigy Music gave me the 
opportunity to perform on national TV for the Prime 
Minister and the Agung, and I wouldn’t have had that 

chance if she hadn’t put me on  
that stage.  

Other influential figures in my 
development include my band director, 
Anthony Wong, and my professors at 
Universiti Teknologi MARA, including 
Patrick Terbrack, who introduced me to 
the American approach to jazz music.

Armand credits his experiences in the 
UK with deepening his understanding 
of jazz theory, composition, and 
performance.

“Jazz has always been a huge influence 
on me,” Armand says. “Charlie Parker 
and John Coltrane are foundational to 
my playing. Their musical language is 
what all jazz musicians learn to speak.”

The Sarawakian Multi-
Instrumentalist Fuses 
Classical Training With A 
Love For Jazz, Creating A 
Distinctive Sound

Armand Malik: 
Malaysia’s 
Saxophone Star 
Redefining Jazz

Armand Malik is a name that 
resonates strongly in Malaysia’s 
vibrant music scene. A gifted 
saxophonist, multi-instrumentalist, 
arranger, and educator. 

Armand’s remarkable journey spans from his 
roots in Sarawak to high-profile performances 
like Malaysia Day and the Commonwealth 
Games, driven by dedication, passion, and a 
deep love for jazz. C
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DYNAMIC : Performing at HSL 
Jigsaw Showcase, October 2024.

MENTORS AND 
INFLUENCES: CRAFTING 
A UNIQUE SOUND
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One of his most memorable moments came when he performed for 
Malaysia Day on national television, playing in front of the Prime Minister. 
“That was a surreal experience. To perform for my country’s leaders and 
represent Malaysian music was an honour,” he says.

Another highlight was his performance at the Commonwealth Games in 
2022 in Birmingham, UK, where he proudly showcased Malaysian music to 
an international audience. 

These high-profile performances cemented Armand’s position as a leading 
figure in the world of jazz and Malaysian music.

As a conductor and arranger, Armand has also had the privilege of 
composing music for high-profile figures, including writing a special piece 
for His Majesty, the Agung of Pahang’s birthday. “Composing for such a 
significant occasion was both an honour and a challenge,” he notes.

MAJOR MILESTONES: FROM 
NATIONAL STAGES TO GLOBAL 
RECOGNITION

Alongside his performance career, Armand has found great fulfilment in 
teaching music. Over the years, he has mentored more than 70 students, 
many of whom have continued their musical studies under his guidance.

“It challenges me to simplify and communicate complex concepts in a way 
that anyone, no matter their background, can understand,” he says.

For Armand, teaching means inspiring a love for music and guiding 
students to find their voice. He emphasises mastering fundamentals, 
sound production, and a broad repertoire over flashy techniques, advising, 
“A strong, beautiful tone gets you gigs. Practice makes it natural.”

Armand aims to grow as a performer and educator, pursuing a Master’s in 
Music Education and aspiring to become a university lecturer.

“Having a stable academic career alongside performing would allow me to 
continue pursuing my passion for music while providing for my family,” he 
says.

In terms of collaborations, Armand is eager to work with music legends 
such as Datuk Mokhzani, Erwin Gutawa, and Quincy Jones, whose mastery 
in orchestration and production continues to inspire him.

For Armand, music is not just a career—it’s 
a way of life. 

It has fueled his growth, connected him 
globally, and let him share his passion on 
stage and in the classroom. “The best part 
of being a saxophonist is making a living 
doing what I love,” he says.

Armand’s mission is to inspire joy and 
leave a lasting impact through music. “If 
audiences feel something, I’ve done my 
job,” he concludes.

As Armand continues to inspire through 
his performances and teachings, it’s clear 
that his love for music will keep him at the 
forefront of Malaysia’s jazz scene for years 
to come. 

TEACHING THE NEXT 
GENERATION: A COMMITMENT 
TO MUSIC EDUCATION

LOOKING FORWARD: 
AMBITIONS AND ASPIRATIONS

THE LASTING 
IMPACT OF 
MUSIC

From smooth jazz to pop and even 90s hip hop, 
Armand’s versatility as a musician allows him to 
blend genres and experiment with sound.

“I approach improvisation with preparation and 
intuition,” Armand says. “I practice patterns and 
melodies beforehand, but on stage, I let intuition 
and the moment guide me.”

For Armand, the saxophone is more than just an 
instrument; it’s an emotional outlet. “When I was 
younger, playing the saxophone was my escape. 

It was something I would turn to when I was 
stressed out or needed to clear my head,” he 
reveals. “It allows me to express things that words 
can’t.”

THE ART OF JAZZ: 
A PERSONAL 
AND EMOTIONAL 
EXPRESSION

ENCHANTING : Night at the Museum ‘24, solo 
feature with Prodigy Orchestra at Borneo 
Cultures Museum, September 2024. REGAL : Video shoot for YDPA Abdullah of 

Pahang’s birthday tribute MV. He arranging 
and conducting Prodigy Orchestra, June 2021.

FESTIVE : Performing DeRosa (Hear Me Roar) Music 
Academy Christmas Recital December 2023 at North 
Kent College, Crayford, United Kingdom.

Scan to watch

-
JIWAKU
MALAYSIA  
MV

PATRIOTIC : Jiwaku Malaysia MV 
shooting, project for Sarawak 
Government in conjunction with 
Hari Malaysia.

Contact Me

If you’re interested 
in having a jazz 
performance at 
your event, please 
scan the QR code 
to contact Armand.
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From Practical to Boldly Ambitious: The Seven Jurors Reveal Their Selections

Top 11 Masterplan Proposals For 
Kuching Unveiled In  ‘AIR’ Competition

SITE : Aerial shot of 13.5acre piece of 
land opposite Kuching airport.

The shortlist comprises 11 entries due to the tying of scores 
among top entries. The jury deliberated for over two hours, 
and the shortlist was a unanimous decision. 

Jury chair Ar Adrianta Aziz, president of the Malaysian 
Institute of Architects (PAM), praised the high quality of the 
submissions. “Many entries demonstrated deep thinking, 

he top 11 finalists for the ‘AIR’ 
masterplan competition – 

focused on a parcel of land opposite 
Kuching International Airport – 
have been unveiled.

The shortlisted proposals span a wide range, from practical 
designs to audaciously innovative concepts.

Conventional entries proposed phased developments 
of high-rise residential units integrated with mixed-use 
commercial spaces.

In contrast, bold proposals envisioned “horizontal high-
rises” elevated on stilts, preserving much of the natural 
undergrowth.  
 
A jury of seven experts — including five architects and two 
representatives from construction firm Hock Seng Lee (HSL) 
— selected the finalists from 75 qualified submissions.

with several offering creative, out-of-the-box solutions 
for the 13.5acre site, which is uniquely intersected by  
a stream.”  

He added, “The AIR competition showcases the wealth of 
architectural, town planning, and landscaping talent in 
Malaysia. As the only competition of its kind in the country 
this year, the participants really gave their best. We saw 
everything from feasible high-rises to bold visions for 
building with nature.”

The jurors, who had two weeks to review the submissions, 
convened at HSL Tower on October 17 for the shortlisting 
process. “HSL’s property team had arranged for A1 boards 
of all entries to be displayed, allowing us to closely 
examine each concept before making our final decisions,” 
Adrianta said. 

HSL will exhibit concept boards off the shortlist at its 
headquarters soon.

PANEL : The seven jurors, comprising PAM Malaysian architects 
and two directors from Hock Seng Lee, deliberating at HSL 
Tower during the shortlisting meet on Oct 12.

The AIR masterplan competition, a collaboration between 
PAM and HSL, marks their second partnership following the 
success of 2021’s Langit high-rise competition. That earlier 
contest resulted in the development of Langit Citadines 
Kuching, a joint venture with Singapore’s CapitaLand.

The winning proposal for AIR will receive RM120,000, with 
RM60,000 for second place, RM30,000 for third, and eight 
honorariums of RM5,000 each. HSL has committed to 
developing one of the winning designs, as they did  
with Langit.

HSL, the developer behind La Promenade — which was 
designed as “a town within a park” — aims for AIR to 
set a new benchmark in eco-friendly development. The 
competition’s tagline, “The AIR Above Us & Di Bawah AIR 
Mengalir” (translated as “The Water Beneath Us”), reflects 
this aspiration. 

HSL managing director Datuk Paul Yu expressed 
excitement about the shortlisted proposals. “The jurors’ 
shortlist is full of strong ideas, from those that could be 
built tomorrow to more adventurous concepts. Who 
knows? We might be able to turn one of these bold visions 
– the forward-thinking rule breakers – into reality.”

The top 11 finalists presented their proposals to the jurors 
at PAM HQ in Kuala Lumpur on Nov 11. Each team gave a 
presentation, followed by a 15-minute Q&A session. The 
entries were evaluated with the scoring system developed 
by PAM.

The results will be announced in early 2025 at HSL Tower, 
with Premier Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri Abang Johari Tun 
Openg as the guest of honour. The event will be live-
streamed on HSL’s social media channels.

COLLABORATIVE : Judges engaging in detailed discussions at 
HSL Tower, analysing innovative architectural design for AIR.

VISIONARY : Stunning architectural 
proposals in displays showcasing 
innovative ideas for AIR competition.
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The AIR above us

Di bawah AIR mengalir

Entry 014 is a mixed-use 
development that creatively 
incorporates the site’s 
natural stream. This entry 
includes shoplots, hospitality 
and event spaces, a park, as 
well as high-rise residential 
and serviced apartment 
towers.

entry

014

/ 1
1 S

ho
rt

lis
te

d 
En

tr
ie

s127 RE
G

IS
TR

A
N

TS 11 SH
O

RT
LI

ST
ED

J A N  -  M A R  2 0 2 5       2120        L I V I N G  M O M E N T S

COVER STORY



/ 1
1 S

ho
rt

lis
te

d 
En

tr
ie

s

/ 1
1 S

ho
rt

lis
te

d 
En

tr
ie

s

entry

026
Entry 026 is a housing complex 
inspired by vernacular longhouse 
architecture with a futuristic edge. 
Highlights include 6.23 acres of rooftop 
public space, and 25 residential types 
— from micro studios to mansions.

Entry 030 shows a strong conceptual masterplan with 
its green roofs, and efficient urban grid, which is highly 
pedestrian friendly. This entry is a mixed urban plan, with 
residential, retail, office and nature reserve zones. 

entry

030
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entry

Entry 046 proposes a river 
centric development, 
with waterfront 
residences at the back, 
with commercial spaces 
and public parks in front. 
Views from residential 
and commercial units 
are inward facing, 
highlighting the river. The 
vehicular access also 
smartly transverses both 
sides, adjoining other 
developments.

4 BED + 1 STUDIO

entry
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s Entry 038 envisions “land bridges”, 
featuring long-ish buildings, that touch 
the ground lightly. The proposal calls for 
six blocks of 12-storey buildings (and three 
additional car parks blocks), comprising 
flexible spaces suitable for apartments, 
sports, retail, urban farming and more.

038
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Entry 056 is a “Living with Air” 
masterplan that envisions 
a riverside community, 
featuring over 400 
residences, rooftop gardens, 
family areas, and riverside 
shops. It combines nature with 
good, simple masterplanning. 
For instance, all apartments 
blocks are tilted away from 
direct sunlight. Also, the 
configuration ensures every 
unit is a corner unit.

Entry 058 preserves 
76% of the forest and 
prioritises community 
well-being. Features 
include an elevated 
deck for activities and a 
large infinity pool. With 
near net-zero carbon 
goals, it incorporates 
solar panels, rainwater 
harvesting and 
bioswales. Interestingly, 
this entry has one of the 
most sellable spaces in 
the shortlist. 
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Entry 087 fuses Sarawak’s 
cultural heritage 
with nature-focused, 
sustainable design. This 
development emphasises 
bioclimatic features and 
shared environmental 
responsibility. It has 
apartments, commercial 
spaces, park and a 
community hall. 

Entry 089 is one of the most 
bold of the shortlisted entries. 
It touches the ground lightly 
and calls for the adoption of 
prefabricated construction 
methods. This is mostly a 
residential proposal, and 
contains a low density of just 
300 units. A beautiful scheme 
that catches the attention and 
promotes discussion. 
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entry
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Entry 106 is a nature-integrated proposal that 
blends residential, commercial, and cultural 
spaces. It takes inspiration from the airport and also 
Kuching’s geography, including scenic mountain 
views. Key features are its wind-capturing crescent 
blocks, Duo-Air towers, wetlands for sustainability, 
and community spaces for cultural events.

Entry 127, AIRsquare, integrates longhouse-inspired 
communal design, promoting coexistence with nature 
through riverfront residences, eco-friendly materials, 
modular housing, and sustainable water management. 
Key features include public spaces, floating markets, and 
natural stormwater filtration to enhance community living.
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Here are five more entries 
from #AirKch (which we 
at HSL liked) but did not 
make the shortlist of 11. The 
full presentation boards of 
these five are also on display 
at #LaPromenadeMall / 
#HSLTower on L2. 

We truly appreciate all the 
effort architects nationwide 
have put in. The submissions 
show the high standards of 
homegrown architects.

entry

001

entry

086

entry

036

entry

entry

114

120airkch.com

For more details and 
to view the shortlist, 
visit airkch.com.
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A Behind-The-Scenes Diary Of Intense Debates, Visionary 
Presentations, And A Decision Made By The Narrowest Of Margins

AIR Judging Day: From Bold 
Ideas To Final Decision

09
: 0
0

10
: 0
0

10
: 15

10
: 3
0

All jurors are here, waiting in the PAM 
Centre lounge. There’s an excited 
buzz (forgive the pun) in the air. The 
presence of Dato’ Ar Hajeedar Abdul 
Majid, a renowned architect, and Ar 
Tan Bee Eu, PAM Gold winner, makes 
it more electrifying.

The first presentation begins. Teams 
have 15 minutes to present, followed 
by a 15-minute Q&A. The hall is 
packed with 100 attendees, including 
a visiting group from Indonesia.

Team one concludes. Yu Ji opens 
the questions with a technical query, 
while Dato’ Hajeedar follows up with 
a sharp observation about river 
crossings.

Team two delivers a no-frills, back-
to-basics proposal. Their minimalist 
visuals are paired with a compelling 
narrative.

lthough AIR is Hock Seng Lee’s (HSL) 
second architecture competition, it was 
our first time conducting all presentations 

and juror deliberations in person.

In 2021, during the Langit competition, everything was online — 
from reviewing proposals to jurors meeting virtually and finalists 
presenting via pre-recorded videos. Even the prize presentation  
was hybrid, with 80 guests at HSL Tower and others tuning in  
via livestream.

Four years later, AIR feels like a true nationwide collaboration.

Our seven-member jury, from Penang, Kuala Lumpur, and Kuching, 
met face-to-face throughout. Stage one judging, to determine the 
shortlist, took place at HSL Tower, while the final judging day unfolded 
at PAM Centre in Bangsar.

Here’s a glimpse into that intense day, through the eyes of Tony Yu 
and Yu Ji, representing HSL.

 NERVOUS : Participants gathering for 
the final judging and presentation 
of the AIR Architectural Design 
Competition 2024 in Kuala Lumpur.

VISITORS : An Indonesian delegation viewing the AIR shortlisted entries. 

DYNAMIC : Convenor Ar Amzar Ahmad (standing, black jacket) 
briefing jurors and developer representatives before judging starts. 

KL : Final presentation and judging was on 
Nov 11 at PAM Centre in Bangsar. 
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A team dressed in Dayak motifs 
wows with vivid visuals and simple, 
impactful storytelling.

Lunch is less about food and more 
about fiery discussions. Opinions are 
already forming.

A Malaysian architectural legend 
takes the stage. Soft-spoken yet 
commanding, he advocates for 
minimising land use with a humour-
laden but powerful presentation. Not 
a single juror asks a question.

The final team, unaware they topped 
the shortlist votes, steps up.

The hall clears, leaving only jurors. 
Convenor Amzar jokes about locking 
the doors until decisions are final.

The debate intensifies. Jurors speak 
passionately. Should buildability and 
feasibility factor more heavily into 
the rankings? Someone mentions the 
Sydney Opera House.

 Still debating the ranking. It’s a 
three-to-four split among the jurors. 
The discussion is more or less tied. 
An esteemed juror speaks, followed 
by the president. The convenor calls 
for a decision. There is a moment of 
silence. The decision is made — we’ll 
fall back to the scores (made by 
each juror immediately after each 
presentation). There is no unanimous 
number one, but the top scorer wins. 
The margin is under 1%. Astonishing.

Signed and sealed. Jurors leave the 
presentation room. The discussions, 
writing of juror citations, emails, and 
text messages continue for days and 
weeks. HSL will build one of the AIR 
winners, just like Langit.

A previously overlooked scheme 
transforms perceptions with a stellar 
presentation. Proof of the power of 
in-person interaction.

11
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15
: 0
0
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: 0
0

16
: 15

17
: 4
0

17
: 5
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18
: 3
0

12
: 0
0

14
: 0
0

11
: 0
0 By the fourth presentation, the 

atmosphere shifts. Nervous energy 
gives way to enthusiasm as Team 
Four discusses “touching the earth 
lightly.” Their bold idea — allowing 
rivers to evolve naturally instead of 
being encased in concrete — sparks 
conversation.

PRESENTATION : A finalist sharing proposal highlights.

STAR : Dato Dr Ar Ken Yeang (right) presenting his scheme.

DISCUSSION : Juror Dato Ar Hajeedar Abdul Majid (left) 
making a point to juror chair Ar Adrianta Aziz (middle).

FINALISED : Signed and sealed, the jurors concluding 
their evaluations and leave the presentation room.
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Throwback To HSL’s 
Original Newsletter

The Herald 
Before 
Living 
Moments

Every issue of Living 
Moments, we end with 
a throwback to Hock 

Seng Lee’s original newsletter. 
The Herald began in 1996 and 
was for in-house circulation. 

Edited by Sonja Gan, the then HSL 
corporate affairs director, the 
newsletter is a treasure throve of 
memories and milestones. 

This edition’s #throwback is to the  
10th-issue, published in January/
February 1998. These articles bring  
back sweet memories.
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LA PROMENADE MALL

Daily  9:30am - 9:30pm

1 HSL Tower, Lorong La Promenade 2, Kuching-Samarahan Expressway, 94300 Kota Samarahan, Sarawak, Malaysia.

HSL SALES GALLERY

Daily  10am - 5pm

+6082 385 055
+6013 836 5566

HSL HQ

Mon-Fri  8:30am - 5:30pm 
Sat  8:30am - 12:30pm

+6082 502 299

@hslcn@lapromenademall


